









Hello, 

I have been appointed to represent you in the case regarding your child.  

Today you received a copy of the petition.  That petition contains the allegations made by the social worker.  At the next hearing the social worker will ask the judicial officer to say that everything contained on the petition is true.  You are entitled to a trial on the petition to address whether or not it is true.  The worker also filed a report today and will generally file a report for every hearing.  It is important that you read every report and let me know of any mistakes in the report.  It is important to remember that the social worker is asking the court to say the petition is true, not the entire report.  The report is all the evidence gathered by the social worker and some of it may contradict the petition and in some places the report may even contradict itself.  It is best if you write out what is wrong with the report or make notes in the report margins.  I have provided you with some pages to take notes on, it says, “Notes on Exhibits” at the top.  Feel free to organize your notes any way you like, the work sheet is just a suggestion.  

If the court finds the petition to be true, the court usually declares the child a dependent of the court and the court then decides placement for the child.  If the child is not placed with a parent the court will offer either six months or a year of services designed to reunify the child with a parent.  

If the petition is found true you are most likely going to be ordered to participate in what are called reunification services; classes like parenting, drug treatment, therapy, and domestic violence groups.  If your child is less than three years old as of today’s date then you only have six months to show the court that you are making progress with the services.  If your child is three or older you have a year to show progress.  If at the end of that time you have not made progress the court can terminate your services.  If your services are terminated the social worker could ask the court to terminate your parental rights and place your child for adoption.  Therefore, it is very important for you to participate in all court ordered services.  

It is also very important for you to visit your children regularly.  You should discuss with your social worker when and where you can visit.  If you have any concerns about your visitation contact me immediately.  Attending all visits is seen as proof that you are committed to your children and willing and able to care for them.  If your child is still young enough, bring a diaper bag, you should have all of the supplies to care for your child.  If your child is older and food is permitted bring lunch, dinner or snacks depending on what is appropriate for the time of day.  It is better to make sandwiches instead of buying fast food and it is better to bring raisins or apples instead of candy.  If permitted bring something to do to the visits, that your child will enjoy, a board game, a ball for catch, a coloring book and crayons.  If possible help your child with homework at visits.  Try to see your visits as a time to parent your child as opposed to just visiting.  It is important to remember that you have limited time with your child and unless your phone is being used for an activity during the visit, such as selfie’s or reading a book you should put your phone away during the visit.  

The social worker will be documenting your progress and participation in both your case plan and your visits.  It is important that you keep records and document what you are doing as well.  I have provided you with some paper on which to make notes.  Feel free use something else to keep notes on.  The important part is that you are keeping notes and that those notes include the date and time and what happened.  

There is an additional worksheet in the packet I have given you titled, “Changed Circumstances.”  If you reach a point where you feel you have made enough progress in your case plan to begin unsupervised visitation or move to overnight visits this form lays out the information we need to ask the court to change a previous court order.  First ask your social worker if they will make the change you are seeking, if they do not then complete the form and call me to discuss what we can do to make changes in your visits.  

If you are having any trouble with your visitation, case plan or any other issue related to your case please contact me.  It is also important for us to speak about a week before any hearing and at least once a month when the hearings are far apart.  I will provide you with a business card with my best contact information.  Feel free to email me or call me anytime.  If you call XXXXXXXXX, someone is there to accept collect calls and transfer you to my office voice mail 9-5, Monday through Friday.  If you are in custody we do have a toll free number XXXXXXXXX.






