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SUMMARY
A significant number of teenage parents who are in the state’s juvenile dependency system are trying to reunify with their children. Minor parents face numerous hurdles, legal and otherwise, which are distinct from those encountered by adult parents and guardians. This bill will help reunite teen parents with their children, keep families together, and reduce costs to the state.

BACKGROUND

Minor parents must navigate an already complicated legal process which presumes the parent or legal guardian has ready access to court-ordered treatment programs. Many of these existing programs are not necessarily adaptable to the needs of a minor parent. 

Minor parents are also enrolled in school or pursuing other educational opportunities, which limits their chances to effectively utilize parenting skills enhancement programs within the time frame normally allotted by statute. Minor parents face substantial legal barriers that prevent access to full-time employment, appropriate child care, transportation, and adequate housing. 

Minor parents must overcome these systemic barriers while also demonstrating a full-time commitment to their parenting responsibilities.

Studies show that returning children to their families, rather than keeping them in foster care, saves the state and county money. It is 
estimated that the cost to maintain a child in foster care with all the ancillary services is approximately $44,000 a year. 

PURPOSE

This bill extends for six month reunification services for minor parents who are making significant progress in a court-ordered reunification plan. The bill also recognizes the unique challenges faced by teenage parents.
Children of minor parents are at greater risk of permanently losing their families because of barriers that impede reunification. This bill requires the courts to recognize these barriers, protect these families and enhance the reunification process for children and their minor parents, giving them their greatest opportunity to succeed.

Upon turning 18, these parents will also be exempt from certain reunification bypass provisions otherwise applicable to later-born children based upon dependency proceedings that started when the parent was a minor.
SPONSOR
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