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This bill establishes a fee waiver for people
experiencing homelessness that need to obtain a
certified copy of their birth record from the
Department of Public Health or a state identification
card from the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Background

People experiencing homelessness rely on access to
government programs and social services in order to
obtain housing, employment, nutrition, health
services, education, public assistance and other
benefits. Nearly every state and federal program
providing these services requires an applicant
establish eligibility by producing proof of identity
and/or proof of residence. The most common
documents required are a certified birth record and a
valid, government-issued photo identification card.

Problem

Many people experiencing homelessness lack the
necessary forms of personal identification needed to
establish their eligibility for various public assistance
and social programs previously mentioned. The most
common forms of identification that people
experiencing homelessness need in order to access
these programs are birth records and government-
issued photo identification. The Department of
Public Health and the Department of Motor
Vehicles both charge fees to obtain certified copies
of vital records and government-issued photo
identification, respectively. For many people
experiencing homelessness, the fees levied are a cost-
prohibitive barrier to the legal documents they need
to access programs that could help end their
homelessness.

Solution

This bill will allow a person experiencing
homelessness to submit an affidavit of homelessness
and financial need with an application for vital
records or a state-issued photo identification card.

Providing a process by which these fees can be
waived will reduce the time that people experiencing
homelessness rely on costly emergency services; will
expedite and enhance the efficiency of government
and non-profit advocates working to connect people
experiencing homelessness to existing programs that
can meet their needs; will dignify and show support
to people working toward ending their homelessness;
and create long-term savings to state and county
emergency services.
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