Pre-Detention
Activities that
Impact Permanency

Investigations

g 4 KEY ASSESSMENTS / 4 KEY METRICS
"
i

Safety Assessment

Penal Codes 11165.1 -.6

Risk Assessment

WIC 300
2
Is the Child safe?
PRIOR TO LEAVING ANY CHILD IN THE HOME OR PLACEMENR T!
MUST...
Assess for Identify '
child safety safety threats
3

4/27/2021




SDM and Safety Threats

Is there imminent
danger of serious
physical harm?

Are caregivers able
to take protective
actions?

Types of Evidence Gathered

r RP/Child/Parents
o
r Collaterals

Police/Forensic Reports/other
r Documentary Evidence

Did abuse or neglect occur?

PENAL CODE § 11165.6 DEFINITION OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLH

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
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Did Abuse or Neglect occur?

THE PENAL CODES DEFINE
ABUSE AND NEGLECT

General/Severe
Neglect PC §
11165.2

Sexual Abuse
PCS§ 11165.1

Physical Abuse/

Willful Harming
of a Child PC §
11165.3 and .4

Emotional Abuse
PC§ 11165.3
and 11166.05

What does the evidence
tell us? PENAL CODE 11165.12

« Credible evidence that makes it
: more likely than not that child
SUbStantl ated abuse, neglect or exploitation
occurred.
« Not “unfounded” but findings are
3 inconclusive and without enough
Inconcluswe info to determine if abuse,
neglect or exploitation occurred.
. Detedrmineld to be false, an
accidental injury or not
unde constituting child abuse.

Should the referral be

promoted to a case?
Factors of Prior Investigations
Factors of Current
Investigation
Family Characteristics

Likelihood of Future Harm

- M -
CLOSE OPEN A CASE
(VOLUNTARY OR
REFERRAL PETITION)
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Does the evidence
support court involvement?

WIC 300

Is the Child described by WIC 300a-j?

Is Court Intervention needed?

Is there sufficient evidence to
support risk of future harm?

10
\ Pre-Petition Advocacy
11
Every year, an average of nearly 17,000
children are removed from their families’
custody and placed in foster care only to
be reunited within 10 days.
- Marshall Project analysis of 10 years of federal Department of
Health and Human Services records data
12
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PURPOSE: To encourage
all child welfare
agencies, courts,
administrative offices of
the courts, and Court
Improvement Programs
to work together to
ensure parents, children
and child welfare
agencies, receive high
quality legal
representation at all
stages of child welfare
proceedings.
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Administration | *-LosNe: ACYF-CBAMATAZ |2 tsesace Date Jausry 17,2017

for Children | >Oritiasting Offic: Che's s

and Families | Koy Words: Lo Rprscution sl Chikd el P Aoy,

ey Aoy, QulyLega Reres

TO: S Tl Trritoial Agencos Adminisiering o Suprvsing te Adeiistsion of

St Court, nd Stae s Trbl Cour Iprovement P

PURPOSE: To ncourage sl child wlfr sensios,cous, adiisrtve offcs of he

procesdngs

the il
Culd Welae Actof 197 (ICWA) (Pub. L. 95-608)

INFORMATION

il stage ofcild el pocesdings.
[ e—

o
il
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Components

justice

14

of procedural

Client voice

Neutrality

Increases in party perceptions of fairne:

Increases in party engagement in case planning, services

and court hearings;

More personally tailored and specific case plans and

services;

Increases in visitation and parenting time;

Expedited permanency; and

Cost savings to state government due to reductions of
time children and youth spend in care.




SUBJECT: Reshaping
child welfare in the
United States to focus
on strengthening
families through
primary prevention of
child maltreatment
and unnecessary
parent-child

ACF

Administration |11~ ACVFECRINTER

for Children
and Families

S DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
iminisrton for Chidenand Famils

Fitor,

70 State, sl and Tertoral Agencics Adinistrng or Superisin the Adaiistton of

Suc

4 St s el Cout I
o Grantees (nchuing CBCAP, PSF. 04 CIVCAPTA).

PURPOSE:

cment Act(CAPTA) (42 U S.C. 51068 1565

i A

ith h ot and

malrestment and he unnskcway emova of ke ot e Coonimied ind

separation. ettt
16
A retraining order is needed to keep a
mother safe at home with her child.
A landlord/tenant issue is jeopardizing a
family’s stable housing.
Collateral Arelative needs a guardianship to
| establish permanency.
ssues . A parent on probation has an
|mpact] ng outstanding warrant and a heightened
F l risk of reincarceration.
am]. y . A parent in recovery needs help finding a
Stabilization new sponsor.

Language or literacy issues are
preventing a parent from finding
consistent employment.

17

Interdiscipli
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The agency social
worker’s job will be
more difficult.

Pre-

Tul Early legal representation
pet] t]On for parents will have a
negative impact on
Ad VOCEICy children and child safety.

Myths

There is no funding for
this. It’s too expensive.

19
« The Bronx Defenders
« Detroit Center for Family Advocacy Exam ples of
« Legal Services of New Jersey P g
re-Petition
=« Dependency Advocacy Center (Santa
Clara County) Ad ocacy
20
Thank you for your time.
Questions?
Caitlin Rae, JD Annalisa Chung, JD
Chief Deputy County Counsel  Chief Executive Officer
San Diego County Dependency Advocacy Center
caitlin.rae@sdcounty.ca.gov achung@sccdac.org
(858) 492-2530 (408) 995-0714
21
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