 Selected 2011 California Child-Related Bills: Foster Care / Dependency Court 
(Click on bill number for more information) 
	Bill #
	Area of Focus
	Synopsis
	Author
	Sponsor 
(groups supporting or opposing 
are also noted where known)

	AB 73
	FC
	Presumptively open dependency courts – This bill would require, contingent upon the securing of private funding, the Judicial Council to establish a 4-year pilot project in 3 counties to create a presumption that juvenile court hearings in juvenile dependency cases shall be presumptively open to the public, unless the court finds that admitting the public would not be in a child’s best interest, as provided. The bill would require the Judicial Council to contract with an independent organization to conduct an evaluation and prepare a report to the Legislature regarding the results of the pilot project, as specified.
	Feuer
	Support:

ACR

Assn of Cert. Fam Law Specialists

CA Protective Pas Assn

Jud Council

LA County Board of Sups

LA DCFS

Ventura Board of Sups

Oppose:

CYC

CA PD Assn

CWDA

CA Ch. Of Nat’l Assn of SW

SEIU

	AB 159
	FC
	Foster family agencies are required to have one supervisory social worker for each 8 social workers (or fraction thereof) that they employ (the ratio used to be 1:6).  This  provision was supposed to sunset in Jan 2012 but, by this bill, would  remain in effect only until the date when the total foster family agency rate by age group paid to licensed foster family agencies for the placement of children in certified foster family homes is restored to at least the rate in effect on September 30, 2009 (it was reduced by 10% in October, 2009), and the Director of Social Services issues a declaration to this effect to the Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review, Senate Committee on Human Services, the Assembly Committee on Budget, and the Assembly Committee on Human Services, or their successor committees. Upon the restoration to at least the rate in effect on September 30, 2009, the director shall issue the declaration. On that date, this requirement would be repealed.
	Beall
	Alliance

	AB 181
	FC
	· Foster youth:  Mental Health Bill of Rights

· Enumerates Foster Children’s Rights and requires that they be informed of those rights.
	Portantino & Beall (Co Author: Steinberg)
	CYC

	AB 671
	FC
	This bill would specify education and training requirements for  social work supervisors and other personnel performing social work activities in a county CWS agency. This bill would exempt a social worker employed before January 1, 2012 from related field practice, course work, and experience requirements, as prescribed.
	Portantino
	Oppose:

CA Association of MFT

	AB 709
	FC
	Currently, a foster child is to be enrolled in a school even if they cannot produce clothing or medical records normally required for admission.  This bill would clarify that medical records include immunization records and would expand the bill to include enrollment in a child care or other private educational institution.  
	Brownley
	Support:

Advancement Project

CA Comm. United Inst. 

CASA Assn.

Ca State Assn. of Counties

CWDA

Public Counsel

NCYL

	AB 791
	FC
	This bill would require the court, when it terminates or declines to order reunification services, to order that the child’s caregiver, or, if the child is over the age of 16, the child (if appropriate) receive his or her birth certificate.
	Ammiano
	

	AB 846
	FC
	This bill would require the county welfare department or the State Department of Social Services to ascertain whether identity theft may have occurred under the described circumstances. The bill would authorize the county welfare department and the State Department of Social Services to refer the matter to a governmental agency or nonprofit organization that provides information and assistance to victims of identity theft. Current law requires such a referral.  The bill would authorize the governmental agency or nonprofit organization to take remedial actions to clear the youth’s credit record and to report the results to the county welfare department or the State Department of Social Services. The bill would require the Office of Information Security and Privacy Protection, in consultation with the State Department of Social Services and other specified entities, to develop a list of governmental agencies and nonprofit organizations to which these matters may be referred for assistance in responding to an instance of suspected identity theft.
	Bonilla
	

	AB 863
	FC
	This bill would specify that the Foster Family Home and Small Family Home Insurance Fund is not liable for any

loss arising out of a dishonest, fraudulent, criminal, or intentional act of a foster parent, and also would make various technical, nonsubstantive changes. 
	Bonilla
	CAI

Support:

Aspiranet

Alliance

	AB 1110
	FC
	Dependent children of the juvenile court: county responsibilities: Supplemental Security Income Eligibility
	Lara
	CAI

ACR

	AB 1147
	FC
	This bill would require that in all status review reports, if the dependent child is a minor parent, the supplemental report specifically set forth the age and developmentally appropriate services that were provided to the parent to allow him or her to provide a permanent and safe home for the child or to facilitate a reunification with the child, consistent with the Teen Parents in Foster Care Act.  
	Yamada
	Exec. Comm. Of the Fam Law § of State Bar of CA

Support:
Women Lawyers of Sacto

Wiley W. Manuel Bar Assoc.

	SB 368
	FC
	This bill would allow a Court to limit a parent’s right to make decisions regarding developmental services with respect to a dependent child.  The Court would then have the authority to appoint an authorized representative or, if none is available, could make decisions with the input of interested parties.
	Liu
	Public Counsel

Support:

YLC

CA Prob. Parole & Corrections Assc.

Chief Prob Officers of CA

CLCLA

Disability Rights

	SB 578
	FC
	Among other things, this bill would require a school district and county office of education to accept the coursework satisfactorily completed by a pupil in foster care while attending another school district, a juvenile court school, or

a nonpublic, nonsectarian school or agency even if the pupil did not complete the entire course and to award that pupil full or partial credit for the coursework completed. The bill would prohibit a pupil in foster care from being required to retake a course or portions of a course for which the school district has provided full or partial credit unless the school district of County Office of Education finds that the pupil is reasonably able to complete the requirements in time to graduate from High School while the pupil still remains eligible for Foster Care.  This fixes the problem of credit for core classes being used as credit for elective curriculum.  
	Negrete

McLeod
	Support:
CWDA

County of San Bern.

CWDA

	SB 699
	FC
	Statewide graduation requirements exist.  Additionally, some school districts impose their own graduation requirements.  Foster children are exempt from district graduation requirements that are in addition to the statewide requirements if the foster child has transferred to the school in 11 or 12th grade.  This bill would add the requirement that the transfer must be involuntary and that the district must make the finding that the foster child cannot meet the additional requirements by the time of graduation.  
	Runner
	

	SB 882
	FC
	Existing law requires the court, if it specifically limits the right of a parent or guardian to make educational decisions for the child, to appoint a responsible adult to make those decisions for the child.  This bill would make a technical, nonsubstantive change to that provision.
	Runner
	

	SB 926
	FC
	In order to assess the appropriateness of a relative for possible placement of a child, this bill allows the child’s attorney or the agent of the attorney (in addition to the CSW – already codified), to disclose, as appropriate, the fact that the child is in

custody, the alleged reasons for the custody, and the projected

likely date for the child’s return home or placement for adoption

or legal guardianship.
	Runner
	SCA

Support:
CA Prob Parole & Correctional Assn

CAI

Chief Prob Officers of CA

Exec Committee of the Family Law 
§ of the CA State Bar

	SB 927
	FC
	This bill amends WIC 827 to authorize an attorney appointed for a sibling of the minor in a dependency proceeding in which the sibling is the subject to inspect the minor’s dependency case file upon a declaration showing good cause that such access is necessary to the ongoing representation of a client.  However, mental health records, counseling reports, and mental health evaluations would be excluded from the documents that could be assessed.
	Runner
	SCA
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